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I'have a good memory, except for names and faces, and I do not forget what I have read.
. The disadvantage of this is that having read all the great novels of the world two or three
times I can no longer read them with relish. There are few modern novels that excite my
interest, and I do not know what I should do for relaxation were it not for the innumerable

detective stories that so engagingly pass the time and once read pass straight out of one’s :
mind. (Somerset Maugham, A Writer’s Notebook)
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